Elvis Never Left the Building

I often dreamt of being Elvis Presley when I was a kid! I knew him from his movies: King Creole, Jailhouse Rock, Girl Happy, Viva Las Vegas...I saw them all. To me Elvis seemed innocent, kind, thoughtful and full of hidden talents – and he could really sing from his heart! And of course he always got the girl! Oh and I loved his songs! Yes I wanted to be Elvis when I was a kid!
But as I grew older I fell under the spell of jazz and improvisation. Elvis was no longer on my radar. It never crossed my mind to play those great Elvis songs I loved as a kid. Elvis? Jazz? No way!
I have a long time bass player friend in Japan and I am always teasing him to sing Love Me Tender at the Karaoke bars. Key of G he always asks? After my last tour with him and my usual teasing it hit me, why not really play Love Me Tender!? It’s a gorgeous song. So I went home and completely reharmonized it as I so often do with pieces I like. I changed the meter to 5/4, added some bass lines, interludes and special hits and wow! What a great new piece! It inspired me to try another Elvis classic – Can’t Help Falling in Love (which Elvis sang to his grandmother in the 1961 film Blue Hawaii). Gorgeous! It was then that I decided to deconstruct and reconstruct enough Elvis to make a CD! Jailhouse Rock, Heartbreak Hotel, Hound Dog, Suspicious Minds, Surrender, You’re the Devil in Disguise, Don’t Be Cruel, All Shook Up….all classic hits. But I wanted Elvis in unusual meters (5, 7, 10, 11, 12)! Elvis with modern harmonies! Elvis with unusual bass lines! Beautiful jazz Elvis! Strange Elvis! Serious Elvis! Wild Elvis! Free Elvis! What came out was not easy music, actually some of the most difficult music I had every dealt with. These pieces really needed serious practice sessions! 
I am so excited to have a great working trio called the CIA Trio which is one of eight ensembles of my Austrian based Collective of Improvising Artists. With the solid hip Herwig Hammerl on double bass and super creative Alfred Vogel on drums and percussion we started to work a lot on Elvis! We shaped each piece to have its own unique character never being afraid to let some of Elvis’s influence slip into the mix. 
I am totally excited about the results of our fresh new Elvis on this recording made in the Black Forest at the old MPS Studio where some of my heroes recorded on their giant Bösendorfer Imperial Grand Piano like Cecil Taylor, Sun Ra, Earl Hines, Oscar Peterson, Hank Jones and so many more. I hope you will be excited about our new Elvis too! 
Special thanks to Alfred and Herwig for all their hard work that has helped me to realize that Elvis is alive and well… and that Elvis Never Left the Building! 
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