Step Tempest Review by Richard B. Kamins



Here's a fascinating concept - take the music you loved growing up (in this instance, the hits of Elvis Presley), deconstruct it and then put it back together using techniques you have mastered over the year. "Elvis Never Left The Building" (Playscape Recordings) is the new recording from pianist Peter Madsen's CIA Trio (bassist Herwig Hammerl and drummer/percussionist Alfred Vogel) - Madsen et al remake pieces such as "Hound Dog", "Jailhouse Rock" and "Don't Be Cruel"" (plus 7 other familiar tunes of the King) in ways that you might recognize the tunes. The bluesy lament "Heartbreak Hotel" becomes an uptempo romp (inspired by both Bud Powell and hip-hop rhythms while "Devil In Disguise" leans more towards "Dr. Faustus" and The Bad Plus than to Elvis.

Yet, the CIA (Collective Improvising Artists) certainly sound like they are having a great time re-imagining these pieces.  "Can't Help Falling In Love" would not sound out of place on a recording by Keith Jarrett's Standards Trio. The ensemble rampages through "Don't Be Cruel", the rhythm section lighting a fire beneath Madsen and he enjoys burning through the piece. "Hound Dog" has both bite and bark (well, howl to be exact) and goes through numerous changes, from a feeling of deep blues to a funky bass-and-drum section (right after Hammerl's solo) before building to a frenzied climax. 

If you are a dedicated fan of Elvis Presley, chances are great that you will dislike this music.  But, if you love to be challenged and are willing to let your imagination have a field day (as Peter Madsen and company do), then you'll agree that "Elvis Never Left the Building."  3 impressive musicians take this music in myriad directions and do so in a very satisfying manner. All hail Peter Madsen's CIA Trio and, o yes,  "Long Live the King!"  For more information, go to www.petermadsen.us.
